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Which is the Beast with the Fatal Wound in the 
Book of Revelation? 
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In the sacred text of the Christian faith, the Bible, there is a character that has intrigued scholars, theologians, 
and the faithful for centuries. This character is known as the beast with a fatal wound, a figure that emerges 
from the apocalyptic narrative of the Book of Revelation. But who is this beast, and what does the fatal wound 
signify? In this short exploration, we will seek to shed light on these questions, drawing extensively from 


relevant scriptural references and historical context. 


The Book of Revelation presents an enigmatic figure, a beast that had a fatal wound which healed, causing 
Antichrist, a spirit operating behind the world's political, socio-economic, and religious systems. The beast is 
characterized by having seven heads, which are identified as a succession of kingdoms that have had global 
power and influence on God’s people in both the Old (Jews) and New Testament (Church): Egypt, Assyrian, 
Medo-Persia, Babylon, Greece, the Roman Empire (one who is), and the UN (one who is yet to come) 
(Revelation 17:9-10). Scholars have associated the head that was fatally wounded with the Roman Empire, 
based on the prophet Daniel's vision of four beasts, the fourth one being understood as the Roman Empire 
(Daniel /:23-28). Daniel understood that this fourth beast was different from the others he had seen and far 
more severe (Danie! 7:19). It is the beast also linked also to the kingdom that arises after the four kingdoms 
depicted in Daniel 8:22-26. 


To fully understand this analogy, it is also necessary to delve into the rise of the Antichrist kingdom as outlined 
in Revelation 6:2-3. This first seal symbolizes the Roman Empire, the first Antichrist kingdom, driven by satanic 
forces, which played a pivotal role in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and the persecution of early Christians. The 


horseman was given the mandate to conquer and conquer, which means the power to lead till the end. 


In fact, when the Roman Empire fell, it seemed to have received a fatal wound, but instead of disappearing, it 
continued to influence the world through the currently global entity that inherited its legacy, notably the United 
Nations (UN). This maintenance of influence despite the fall is seen as being mortally wounded but continuing 
to live. The Scripture suggests that the same Empire in the last days, will lead to the emergence of ten kings 
(Revelation 17:12-13). These ten kings will, in turn, give rise to the final Antichrist, the ultimate enemy of God and 


His people (Antichrist). 


In Daniel's interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams, the image with feet partly of iron and partly of clay 
represents an extension of the iron kingdom. The iron, which is described by its power to crush things, 
symbolizes demons (Danie! 2:40). The clay, on the other hand, represents people, a fragile part of the mixture. 
The mixture of iron and clay represents the extension of the Roman Empire but with a change of strategy. 
Instead of openly persecuting God's people, the Antichrist uses people to cunningly distort God's law to cause 
deception (Daniel 8:25). John’s description is reminiscent of other portrayals of world powers (Danie! /), 
indicating that this beast would have elements of some of those former powers. The iron phase (Roman 
Empire) was characterized by devouring, while the next phase of iron and clay (Current United Nations) is a 


phase of trampling the rest, indicating the continuity of the former Roman Empire but with different tactics. 


The Book of Revelation speaks of the world's astonishment at the activities of the beast, specifically those 
whose names have not been written in the Book of Life (Revelation 17:8). Beyond the influence of the Roman 
Empire, the spirit that once animated it can be seen in the activities of the United Nations, which often 
promotes policies and initiatives contrary to biblical teachings. It is no surprise that many people are amazed at 
what the UN does, particularly when these actions are viewed as advances in human intelligence. For instance, 
we observe the promotion of LGBT rights under the guise of inclusiveness, the advocacy for divorce as a 
human right, the endorsement of abortion, cohabitation, and the push towards a one-world religion, all of which 
are contrary to biblical teachings. In following such teaching, ideologies and philosophies, the world worships 


this beast and the dragon that gave his authority to it (Revelation 13:3-4). 


It is important to note that the head which was fatally wounded belongs to the beast with seven heads, 
operating with the dragon's authority. This beast is now expected to give rise to ten kings, and another king 
(Antichrist) who will arise after them, defeating three of the ten kings (Danie! 7:24). This latter, more powerful 
king will attack the saints and have authority to rule for three and a half years, but his kingdom will ultimately be 
destroyed (Danie! 7:25). The apostle Paul refers to him as the man of lawlessness and the son of destruction (2 
Thessalonians 2:3). The Antichrist’s purpose is to deceive many into believing that he is the savior and worthy 
of worship. However, unlike the true Messiah, the beast’s deadly wound is only temporarily healed. He will 
eventually be killed and judged, whereas the true Christ will be victorious and establish His kingdom in 


righteousness. 


In all, with the observation that the Roman Empire, despite its apparent fall, continues to exert influence in our 
world today, particularly through the United Nations (UN) that inherited its legacy. This influence is manifested 
in actions and policies that often contradict biblical teachings. As believers, it is vital to stay alert to these 
influences and remain steadfast in our faith. We need to be aware of the historical and prophetic implications of 


these scriptural truths and keep watch for the signs of the times (Matthew 24:3-14). 


Related Articles 
¢ What Is the Mark of the Beast ? 
¢ What is the Significance of 666? 
e What are the ten horns of the beast? 


e What Are the Seven Heads of the Beast in Revelation? 


¢ What is the image of the beast prophesied in Revelation ? 
¢ What Does the Bible Say About the Revived Roman Empire? 


¢ Why Does the United Nations, and Not Other Kingdoms, Qualify as the Seventh Head of the Beast? 


Further Resources 


e Discover Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 


e Pursue an Online Christian Degree from Open Christian University (USA) 


e Explore Christian Business Services from the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 
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